
Leander UMC s annual Vacation Bible 
School  Rainforest Adventure is scheduled 
for 9 a.m. until noon, Monday through    
Friday, July 28-August 1.  The event is   
intended for children entering kindergarten 

through sixth grade in August.  As always 
Renee Purvis, LUMC s Vacation Bible 
School Director for Life, along with her    
faithful sidekick and artistic director Janice 
Germann have been planning this event 
since last year s VBS.  More information 
about the scope of the program, registration 
forms, volunteers and donations needed are 
found on page three of this newsletter.  

The LUMC Vacation Bible School is the 
greatest event of our Children s Ministry   
Calendar (well, along with any of Professor 
Hugo s theatrical productions!), and everyone 
in the church ought to be praying for it,     
volunteering to help in one way or the other, 
if possible, and encouraging parents of     
children who are the right age to send them. 
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Bi Iosa im Chroise s im chuimhne gach 
uair .  What? Did the keyboard go crazy?  
No. Actual words, in Gaelic, the native 
tongue of Ireland. Here s how you sound it 
out::  Bee Eesha eem Kreesa Eem 
Kweevna gach uhr.  May Jesus be in my 
heart and in my thoughts every hour.  

I attended Morning Eucharist during Annual 
Conference of the Southwest Texas        
Conference and was blessed by this time of 
worship.  

Annual Conference, in session from 
Wednesday, June 4 through Saturday, June 
7, is the time when all of the pastors and 
congregations gather for business, worship 
and prayer. I serve as your Lay Member to 
Annual Conference 

 

having been elected 
by our own Charge Conference. And there s 
much to talk about and report to you.  

I m not about to give you a sell job 

 

not 
every    moment is filled with the power of 
the Holy Spirit 

 

or even fun. There s      
business to do indeed 

 

and     business 
that impacts on our local church (see some 
of the decisions elsewhere in our newslet-
ter). There s even time when I m tempted to 
take a nap (though Pastor John and I had 
our assigned seats right behind the District 
Superintendents!)  

But this article is about being connected as 
United Methodists. Connection 

 

it s a very 
Methodist word 

 

describes the reality of our 
life together across the bounds of our     
conference. This I did sense. This I did know 

as a reality as we worshipped and prayed 
together; as we ordained (well the Bishop 
does the ordaining); as we celebrated    

mission and ministry made possible through 
local churches and, together, through the 
Southwest Texas Conference. Even as we 
talked about insurance, new church         
development, pastors pensions and confer-
ence budgets!  

So: here in a nutshell is the blessing of 3 
days of fun and frolic in Corpus Christi as your 
Lay Member:  

Annual Conference moves me beyond     
myself 

 

it helps cure me of a human       
malady 

 

navel gazing. Annual Conference 
helps lift my eyes beyond our own local   
concerns. Local concerns are important, 
don t get me wrong. But local concerns 

 

in 
our church, in our community 

 

are not our 
only concerns as Christians. Our mission 

 

our parish 

 

is the world (to borrow a 
thought from John Wesley).  

So I am back from Corpus Christi and   
Annual  Conference. If you have questions 
about Annual Conference see, call      
( 2 5 9 - 3 1 1 9 ) o r e m a i l m e 
(murphygomets@suddenlink.net). If you are 
a church leader an action at annual confer-
ence may impact your area of responsibility.  

Bee Eesha eem Kreesa Eem Kweevna gach 
uhr.  

Kevin Murphy 
Lay Member to Annual Conference  

 
Church Family      
      Camp  

July 31 - Aug 3

  
Just a 

 
few 

 
more 

spaces 
available!

  

(Details on page 2)
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