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NEW CARE TEAM AT LUMC 

In October Leander UMC 

launched a new Care Team.  

This group will lead the 

members of the congrega-

tion in caring for each other, 

especially those who are older, less healthy or in 

recovery after illness, hospitalization or crisis of 

health. We plan to develop processes to keep in 

regular contact with our shut ins, follow more 

closely the recovery of those who have been hos-

pitalized, organize a group to help get food to fam-

ilies after the death of a loved one, plan food for 

those who need some help after a hospitalization 

and serve families after funerals or memorial ser-

vices. And we will work to develop a system to 

follow up with people who become inactive in our 

church community after being active for some 

time. Watch future newsletters and weekly news 

for more information about the work of this team.   

Rev. Larry Shores is helping organize and activate 

this group who will then help all of us care for one 

another more completely. In John 13 Jesus said, 

“Just as I have loved you, you also should love one 

another. By this everyone will know that you are 

my disciples.” For more information or to help 

with this new Care Team contact Rev. Larry. 

 

 

PROJECT  
TRANSFORMATION 

Keep the book donations 
coming for our library for 
elementary aged students. 
There is a donation bin in 
the fellowship hall. 

 
BOOK LABELING PARTIES: 
We are looking for volunteers to help label 
books. You don’t need any special knowledge to 
volunteer, we will show you what to do! If you 
can, download the app “Level It Books” and bring 
your phone or ipad with you. If you don’t have 
the app, there are other tasks you can perform.  

 
DATES FOR BOOK LABELING PARTIES: 
 

SATURDAY, NOV 2 @ 10 am-noon in Room 7 
FRIDAY, NOV 7 @ 10 am-noon in Room 7 
SATURDAY, NOV 16 @ 10 am-noon in Room 7 

 
FAQ: 
 

What’s this all about? 
 

In partnership with Project Transformation we 
will host an 8 week summer day camp on our 
campus for elementary students in our area in 
2020. We need to create a library with approxi-
mately 1000 books for elementary aged readers. 
If you would like to support this program, you 
may donate books for the library or donate 
funds to purchase books.  

 
How will the children be chosen to enroll in our 
PT program next summer? 
 

Teachers and counselors at Camacho Elementary 
will make recommendations and give enrollment 
packages to the children with the most need for 
reading reinforcement over the summer months.   
 
When do the interns apply? 
 

Applications are now open for interns to apply 
at: https://projecttransformation.org/rio-texas/
our-programs/summer-of-service. Placement in 
Rio Texas is Leander/Georgetown, San Antonio 
and McAllen. Applicants must be at least 19 
years old  & out of high school for at least one 
year or completed at least on year of college 
(actual enrollment not credit during high school).  
The single limiting factor in how many children 
can be served is the number of interns. The ap-
plication deadline is January 15, 2020. 

 
Where will the interns stay? 

 

Project Transformation is still searching for a 
facility that can house 15 interns that would be 
relatively close to the two site churches for 2020 
– Leander UMC and First UMC Georgetown.  
 
For more information and to access our book 
wish list online, please visit our webpage at 
www.leanderumc.org/project-transformation. 

 

  



PASTOR’S PERSPECTIVE 

“Give thanks to the Lord, for God is good; his faithful love endures 
forever.” Psalm 118:1 

Author Ann Voskamp tells a beautiful story about watching a storm 
and pondering with a farmer whether the harvest would come.  
She then describes the glorious golden corn gathered by a combine 
tractor and the amazing gift that comes after a storm. I can’t say 

I’ve harvested corn with a magnificent piece of machinery but I do know the glorious 
result that comes after a storm has torn up the ground, shaved trees into mulch, and 
rain fell until the ground could absorb no more.   

There is no harvest without a storm. Thank you Ann. As much as I’d like to reject this 
truth and hope for sunny days at 68 degrees, God teaches me over and again, that 
there is gift in the storms even if it is simply to remind us that the One who calms the 
storms is still on the throne of Grace.  

I’ve been going through pictures from 2017. I refer to 2017 as the year of ‘the storm 
before, ‘THE DISASTER called HARVEY’ that followed with more disasters.’ I have 
pictures of rooftops torn followed by a branch imbedded in the side of the church 
like a sign of peace to come. I see a fawn stepping through the downed oaks in the 
backyard just after I arrived home from my father’s memorial service. I see faces of 
those who fought for their very life and breath, taking treatment after treatment, 
and keeping their face on the One who orders the rising and setting sun. It was a 
time like nothing I’d ever experienced, it was thankfully the beginning of a personal 
Job-experience. Thankful because it was a suffering I would not have chosen and a 
suffering in which no individual strength could hold.   

“This came from the Lord; it is wondrous in our sight. This is the day the Lord has 
made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.” Psalm 118: 23-24 

What I’m most grateful for are the people of grace who, whether they knew it or 
not, bore an enduring love of God by their presence and perseverance. One memory 
I hold dear as an echo of God’s enduring grace is the beautiful hymn sung by a choir 
in a make-shift worship space near bay waters. I only have a brief incomplete record-
ing of the rehearsal. So I encourage you to look up a full recording on Youtube; I like 
this version by Audrey Assad - www.youtube.com/watch?v=Li2hddmy63U and 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=nDmaZBX1Tew. The hymn is called “How Can I Keep 
from Singing?” written by Robert Wadsworth Lowry and published in The New York 
Observer August 7, 1868. To me it is the perfect lyric for expressing gratitude in and 
for the storms. Here are the words:   

My life flows on in endless song;  
Above earth's lamentation, 

I hear the sweet, tho' far-off hymn  
That hails a new creation; 

Thro' all the tumult and the strife  
I hear the music ringing; 

It finds an echo in my soul—  
How can I keep from singing? 

What tho' my joys and comforts die?  
The Lord my Saviour liveth; 

What tho' the darkness gather round?  
Songs in the night he giveth. 

No storm can shake my inmost calm  
While to that refuge clinging; 

Since Christ is Lord of heaven and earth,  
How can I keep from singing? 

I lift my eyes; the cloud grows thin;  
I see the blue above it; 

And day by day this pathway smooths,  
Since first I learned to love it, 

The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart,  
A fountain ever springing; 

All things are mine since I am his—  
How can I keep from singing? 

“Grace and gratitude belong together like heaven and earth. Grace evokes gratitude 
like the voice an echo. Gratitude follows grace like thunder [follows] lighting.” (Karl Barth) 

(continued) 

 
(Pastor’s Perspective continued) 

There is no harvest without a storm. 

Gratitude follows grace – as thunder follows lightning. And the 
storm is grace because whatever drives us to God, is a grace from 
God. It’s all God. 

The way grace and gratitude echo to each other through every-
thing. . . 

“You are my God, and I will give you thanks. You are my God; I will 
exalt you. Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his faithful love 
endures forever.” Psalm 118:28-29 

(inspired by Ann Voskamp devotion p. 824, (in)Courage Women’s 
Bible) 

Reflection Questions:  

• What storms in your life have later produced a harvest? 

• When have you seen God’s hand of provision in circumstances 
that seemed impossible? 

• What can you do to celebrate and remember the grace God has 
lavished upon you? 

Grace and Peace,  

Pastor Laura 



 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI  SAT 

     1 
 
 

 

2 
8 am 

United  
Methodist Men 

10:00 am 
Book Labeling 

 

3  
All Saints Sunday 

8:30/9:45/11:00 Worship 

9:45 Choir Practice 

9:45/11:00 Sunday school  

12:30 Spanish Service 

4 
7:00 pm 

Boy Scouts 
 

5 
9am-2pm  

Mother’s Day Out 

10:00 am 
Women Together 

6:30 pm  
Choir Practice  

 

6 
5:30 pm 

Emmaus Group 

6:00 pm 
Food 4 Kids 

6:30 pm 
Mothers & Ministry 

6:30 pm 
Youth 

7 
9am-2pm  

Mother’s Day Out 

10:00 am 
GriefShare 

6:00 pm 
Children’s Council 

6:30 pm 
Band Practice 

8 
 

10:00 am 
Book Labeling 

12:00 pm 
50+ Luncheon 

 

 

9 
9-11 am 
BLAST! 

 
 

6:00 pm 
Turkey Build 

 
 

10  
8:30/9:45/11:00 Worship 

9:45 Choir Practice 

9:45/11:00 Sunday school  

12:30 Spanish Service 

11 
1:00 pm 
Crafters 

7:00 pm 
Boy Scouts 

12 
9am-2pm  

Mother’s Day Out 

11:00 am  
Mary Martha Circle 
Thanksgiving Lunch 

6:00 pm  
Cub Scouts  

6:30 pm  
Choir Practice  

13 
5:30 pm 

Emmaus Group 

6:45 pm 
Board Meeting 

6:30 pm 
Youth 

 
 

14 
9am-2pm  

Mother’s Day Out 

10:00 am 
GriefShare 

6:30 pm 
Band  Practice 

6:30 pm 
Surviving the  

Holidays 

15 
9:00 am 

Quilting Group 

6-10 pm 
Parent’s Night Out 

 
 
 

16 

10:00 am 
Book Labeling 

 
 

 
 

 

17   
8:30/9:45/11:00 Worship 

9:45 Choir Practice 

9:45/11:00 Sunday school  

12:00 Food n Fellowship 

12:30 Spanish Service 

18 
1:00 pm 
Crafters 

7:00 pm 
Boy Scouts 

19 
9am-2pm  

Mother’s Day Out 

6:00 pm  
Cub Scouts  

6:30 pm  
Choir Practice  

20 
5:30 pm 

Emmaus Group 

6:30 pm 
Mothers & Ministry 

6:30 pm 
Youth 

21 
9am-2pm  

Mother’s Day Out 

10:00 am 
GriefShare 

6:30 pm 
Band  Practice 

22 
1:00 pm 

50+ Game Day 

 

 

 

23 
 

 

24   
8:30/9:45/11:00 Worship 

9:45 Choir Practice 

9:45/11:00 Sunday school  

12:30 Spanish Service 

25 
7:00 pm 

Boy Scouts 
 

26 
6:30 pm  

Choir Practice  

27 
5:30 pm 

Emmaus Group 

6:30 pm 
Youth 

28 
Church Office  

Closed 

 

29 
Church Office  

Closed 

30 

If you do not see your birthday listed, please contact the church office and we’ll update our records. (office@leanderumc.org or 512-259-1284) 

11/2 Kerry Ryder 

11/3 Linda Brandimarte 

11/3 Helen Morris 

11/4 Karen Kennedy 

11/5 Kendall Rodriguez 

11/5 Mary Lee Smith 

11/7 Rex Pryor 

11/8 Debbie Kirk 

11/9 Pat Dunnivan 

11/9 Jerry Dunnivan 

11/9 Carl Guerette 

11/12 Hayden Burnett 

11/12 Marjorie Pyle 

11/13 Ember Even 

11/14 Kiefer Peckham 

11/16 Iris Castillo 

11/18 Mike Pavlicek 

11/19 Elizabeth Edmiston 

11/20 Courtney Elkins 

11/22 Doris Pyle 

11/24 Josh Hicks 

11/27 Aiden Fulkes 

11/28 Ruth Hanna 

11/29 Christopher Even 

11/29 Victoria Phipps 

11/30 Joseph Vargas 

 



UNITED METHODIST MEN 
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 2  |  8:00 AM 

All men of any age are invited on the first Saturday of each 
month for fellowship, coffee, breakfast and community service 
projects. Meetings take place in the Fellowship Hall. 

CRAFTERS 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 11 & 18  | 1:00 PM  

The Crafters meet once a month for crafts and a devotional. 
Crafters is open to anyone who loves to be creative. No 
experience necessary! For more information about the Crafters, 
contact Amy Cunningham:  

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN MARY MARTHA CIRCLE 
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 12 | 11:00 AM  

The Mary Martha Circle meets on the second Tuesday of each 
month for fellowship, refreshments and service projects. This 
month we are having a Thanksgiving luncheon & celebrating 
World Thank Day. Bring a side dish or dessert to share. The meat 
will be provided. We will collect an offering for World Thank Day 
which will go to support the total program of mission carried on 
through United Methodist Women’s national office. For more info 
about the Martha Circle, contact Holly Briggs:  
 

 

50+ MINISTRY LUNCHEON 
FRIDAY NOVEMBER 8 @ 12:00 PM 
 

Folks ages 50 and older are invited to join us in the Fellowship 
Hall for food, fun, and fellowship. RSVP not required. There is no 
charge for lunch, but donations are accepted. Rev. Laura Hewett 
Becker will be our guest speaker. 
 

50+ MINISTRY GAME DAY:  
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 22 @ 1:00 PM 
 

Join with folks 50 and older in the Fellowship Hall for board games, dominoes and 
cards. Invite a friend! 
 
 

For more info about 50+ Ministry events, contact Barbara Duke: 
myfiftyplus@yahoo.com. 

FOOD N FELLOWSHIP 
SUNDAY NOVEMBER 17 @ 12:00 PM 
 
Join us at noon in the Fellowship Hall for a church-wide potluck 
lunch and fellowship with others. Bring a dish to share. 

 

 

The faithful offerings given at Leander UMC allow our church to 
fulfill the budget for missions, ministry programs, and general 
administration. Here is the most recent report for offerings in 2019: 

 
TOTAL OFFERINGS GOAL FOR 2019:  $437,300 
 
 

TOTAL OFFERINGS RECEIVED: $318,950 (73% of goal) 
 

Every Sunday, our Changing the World loose change collection raises money for a 
special organization. This is how God multiplies our gifts: 
 

CHANGE COLLECTED IN SEPTEMBER: $1,252.42 (for the Leander UMC Benevolence Fund) 
 

 

TOTAL CHANGE COLLECTED IN 2019: $8,168.25 

 
NOTES & THANK YOUS 

 
Sound Board & Computer Help Needed! 
 
Thank you to all those who have so faithfully been serving 
in the sound booth helping with the computer and sound 
board! It is such a blessing that you are willing to provide 
the tech support for church services! Thank you so very much! 
 
We are still looking for more volunteers to help with the in 
the sound booth on Sunday mornings as a couple of our 
team members have moved away. Our goal is that we 
would like to have so many people trained, that you would 
only have to serve 1 time per month. Don’t worry if you 
have no experience, we are happy to train you. Trade in a 
pew seat for a padded chair in the sound booth! If you are 
interested or have any questions, please contact Debbie 
Carlson:  

 
 
 
 

I want to extend a very heart felt thank you to the entire 
congregation for the love and support you showed me 
throughout my Emmaus Walk. What an emotional, won-
derful, spiritual, renewal weekend. Special thanks to my 
sponsor BC Knowlton and co-sponsor Rene Purvis. What a 
truly loving, caring church family! 
 
Debbie Hartman 

 
 
 
 

A huge thank you to the Methodist Men, Chuck and Pam 
Zelewski, and all those who donated funds to replace our 
hymnals! Every pew has bright and shiny new hymnals and 
they look amazing! How wonderful for people visiting our 
church to be able to present our Sanctuary proudly. (in a 
Christian way) 
 
I know that some of you have donated anonymously so, 
thank you so very much! 
 
Thank you everyone for your generosity! They are beauti-
ful! And so is your beautiful, generous Spirit! 
 
“You will be enriched in every way so that you can be gener-
ous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will 
result in thanksgiving to God.” 2 Corinthians 9:11  
 
Debbie Carlson 
LUMC Music Director 

CHANGING THE WORLD OFFERING: The 
Changing the World offering in November  will 
be given to Hill Country Community Ministries 
(HCCM), a coalition of churches assisted by 
area businesses and civic organizations that 

provides food, clothing and other assistance for people in 
crisis or poverty. HCCM operates a local food pantry and 
thrift store and actively refers clients to other agencies for 
access to additional community resources to help stabilize 

their situation.  

 

https://dailyverses.net/2-corinthians/9/11


PARENTS’ NIGHT OUT  
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 15 | 6-10 PM 
 

At Parents’ Night Out (PNO) we play, have snacks, do crafts, and 
watch a movie. The cost is $10 per child for the evening and 
reservations are required by Wednesday, November 13. 
Preregistration helps us determine the appropriate number of 
helpers required in order to plan a fun night for everyone and 
prepare supplies and food. PNO is open to children ages 2 (potty-
trained) through 5th grade. This month we will be making a 
Thanksgiving craft and watching the movie “An American Tale”. 
 
To RSVP, please text or email Elizabeth Edmiston: 
elizabeth.edmiston@leanderumc.org. 

BLAST! KIDS PLAY & PRAISE OUR GOD 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 9 | 9:00-11:00 AM 
 
BLAST! is our one Saturday a month program for children ages 3 
(potty-trained) through 5th grade. We do crafts, sing songs, play 
games, and hear stories all designed to help children learn about 

our Savior and loving those around us. There is no cost to participate.  
 
At the November BLAST! we will continue to explore the Fruits of the Spirit. Will play 
fruity games, cook up some fruit snacks, and experience the spiritual practices of prayer 
and meditation. We hope you can join us! (But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. There is no law 
against things like this. Galatians 5:22-23) 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH 
 

We have started a new curriculum, Teach Me to Worship. It is 
designed to teach children about the elements of worship: Call to 
Worship, Prayer, Praise, Tithes & Offerings, Reading the Word, 
Confession of Faith, Hearing of the Word, Sacraments, Benediction. 
During the month of November, we will be finishing up the unit on 

Call to Worship and moving into the Prayer unit. We will take an offering in children’s 
church, if your child wants to bring change to give. Through repeated elements each 
week and creative engagement with story, we aim to teach your child the joy of 
worship. 

BE A GOOD NEIGHBOR & HELP A SENIOR  
NEIGHBOR THIS CHRISTMAS! 
 

Drive a Senior Northwest’s fundraising benefit, Songs & Sweets for 
the Road, will be an afternoon with five fabulous musical acts, 
delicious desserts, wonderful fellowship and a great raffle you won’t 

want to miss. On Sunday, December 15 from 3:00 to 5:00 pm at Rockpoint Church 
(1070 CR 177 in Leander). Tickets are $17 if purchased from Julie Ramsey as part of a 
group discount. $25 at the door. To purchase a ticket, please contact Julie Ramsey:  
 
Drive a Senior helps provide free transportation and support services to seniors to 
help them receive medical care and proper nutrition which helps them stay active in 
our community.  

Board meeting minutes and financial 
reports are available upon request. Just 
contact the church office: (512) 259-1284 
or office@leanderumc.org. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SURVIVING THE HOLIDAYS 

A GRIEFSHARE EVENT 
 

Thursday, November 14 
6:30-8:30 PM 

 
HELP AND HOPE AS YOU NAVIGATE THE HOLIDAY SEASON 

WHILE GRIEVING THE DEATH OF A LOVED ONE 
 

Wondering how you will survive the weeks surrounding 
Thanksgiving and Christmas? Are you dreading these 
holidays, knowing that everything has changed? 

 
Surviving the Holidays* is a two-hour event especially for 
people who are grieving a loved one’s death. You’ll learn 
how to deal with the many emotions you’ll face during the 
holidays, what to do about coming changes, and how to 
discover hope for your future. You’ll be welcomed by 
caring people who understand what you are going 
through. During the event, you will: 

 
1. Watch a 40-minute video, filled with practical holiday 

survival tips and the real-life stories of people who 
have navigated the season after their loved one’s 
death.  

2. Hear other seminar attendees explain how they are 
dealing with the holidays.  

3. Receive a personal copy of the GriefShare Holiday 
Survival Guide.  

 
RSVP by contacting Mary Magnusson:  

 
*Surviving the Holidays is part of the GriefShare program, a 
13-week grief support group which will is offered at 
Leander UMC.  

Did you know that a Qualified Charitable 
Deduction (QCD) can be a direct transfer of 
funds from your IRA, payable to a qualified 
charity such as Leander United Methodist 
Church? This QCD excludes the amount 

donated from your taxable income and still satisfies your 
required minimum distribution for the tax year. A QCD 
does not require that you itemize either due to recent tax 
law changes, which may permit you to take advantage of 
the higher standard deduction, but still use a QCD for 
charitable giving. Please consult your tax advisor and/or 
financial advisor for specifics regarding your situation. 

 

DIAPERS NEEDED!  
 

It’s a wonderful thing to have a child who is outgrowing diapers and 
moving to potty training. And eventually you will no longer need all 
the diapers you currently have stockpiled in your house, bags and 
cars. We have a use for those diapers! We are collecting diapers of 
any size and brand for the Leander Head Start Program and Hill 

Country Community Ministries. Donations may be dropped off in the designated bin in 
the Education Building breezeway. They are especially in need of sizes 3,4 and 5, but 
will be appreciative of any size. Thank you! 

 

 

 

 



Our Vision Statement: 
 

We will be a hub through which the  
unconditional love and friendship of  
Jesus meets people where they are  
and transforms lives.  
 

 

LUMC STAFF: 
 

Ministers: All who worship & follow Christ 

Senior Pastor: Rev. Laura Becker 
 

Director of Community Events: Elizabeth Edmiston 

Administrative Director: Stephanie Uys 

Music Director: Debra Carlson 
MDO Preschool Director: Maria Harrington 

Children’s Ministry Director: Vanessa Foskey 

Youth Director: Iris Castillo 

Custodian: Linda Brandimarte 

107 S. West Drive 
Leander, TX 78641 
 
Church Office: 259-1284 
Mother’s Day Out: 259-0544 
 
www.leanderumc.org 
office@leanderumc.org 

NON-PROFIT ORG. 
US POSTAGE 

PAID 
PERMIT NO 20 

Leander, TX 78641 

Join us in the fellowship hall for a potluck dinner & turkey 
building! After we share a meal together, we will create 
wooden turkeys and count our blessings! Each family will be 
able to work together to build a turkey, each feather high-
lighting something you are thankful for. 
 
Bring a hammer and a potluck dish to share. Be sure to wear 
clothes you can paint in! All other materials to build the tur-
keys will be supplied and there is no cost to participate. 
 
Invite your friends and neighbors! 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 9   
6:00 PM 


