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“IT IS FINISHED”
LENTEN DINNER AND DEVOTION SERIES

THE JOURNEY, THE CROSS AND THE GRAVE
LENTEN STUDY

Wednesdays, March 4-April 1
Light Dinner @ 6:30 pm
Devotion @ 7:00 pm

Mondays, March 2-April 6
11:30 am & 6:30 pm

With one simple statement, Jesus declared final
victory over sin and death: “It is finished” (John
19:30). At the cross, Jesus dismantled the power
of every evil force that works against God. God’s
act of forsaking ‘self’ strips shame and disempowers every enemy that seeks to destroy the human
soul. During the season of Lent, you will have the
opportunity to participate in several offerings for
spiritual growth. “It is Finished” is a dinner and
worship opportunity. Then during Holy Week, a
prayer experience will be facilitated by Pastor
Laura. Each week will focus on one of the last
words of Christ at the Crucifixion.

Join Larry Shores for a six-week Bible study of the
lectionary scripture readings for Lent 2020. Each
session is 90 minutes and is offered at 11:30 am
(bring a sack lunch) and again at 6:30 pm. To
register, email Larry at retrdrev@yahoo.com. You
will be sent a copy of the readings when you register. The resource book Larry recommends is:
“Christ is for Us: Scriptures for the Church Season” by April Yamasaki which is available from
Cokesbury.com or on Amazon.com.

SATURDAY, MARCH 7
5:00 PM
FELLOWSHIP HALL
You won’t want to miss our 15th Annual Chili Chow-Down & Baked Goods Auction! There will be
chili eat’n, a lively Baked Goods Auction, games, a silent auction where you can bid on all kinds
of things, and a Country Store where you can buy a variety of interesting items for a donation.
There is a $5 charge per chili taster. Desserts are $1 and kid’s hot dog meals are $2. Proceeds
will go to the ministries of Leander UMC.
There will be cash prizes ($75 and $25) awarded for two winners of the chili contest. The baker
of the item which receives the highest bid in the auction will win the highly coveted Floury
Apron award.

PASTOR’S PERSPECTIVE
Lent is a time for righting our relationship with God. Like Eskimos
who practice balance as they venture into freezing Arctic waters in
little boats, balance is not always achievable in the unpredictable
flow of life. If you’ve ever paddled a kayak, you know how easy
they are to tip. Thankfully, with the right skills kayaks are just as
easy to turn back upright.
That isn’t a bad image for Lent — or for life as a whole. Whatever spiritual disciplines
we adopt, especially our repentance practices, when we have succumbed to
temptation it’s no overturning that can’t be righted; we have a way to get right with
God again and again.
It takes only a quick twist of the paddle to right us. That paddle twist might take the
form of a quick but heartfelt prayer: “Jesus, set me straight again!” Or it might mean
some extra time set aside for quiet meditation with God. Don’t get worried if your
spiritual discipline fails now and then. Just let Jesus help you get upright once more,
and keep paddling! (—adapted from Carlos Wilton, in Homiletics)
“In the same way, there is joy in the presence of God’s angels when even one
sinner repents.” Luke 15: 10
Friends, as I adapted the above metaphor further, it made me think of friends
exuberantly cheering as someone gets upright again after a fall. Jesus reminds us that
we have a cheering section when we learn from mistakes, when we have failed at
loving and try again, and when we turn toward God’s forgiveness. So even as Lent
can seem a heavy season of acknowledging our failures, Jesus stands ready with the
angels to get our spirit upright again. May the grace and love of God resound in you
and through you.
Grace and Peace,
Pastor Laura

The faithful offerings of Leander UMC members allow our church to maintain a
budget for missions, ministry programs, and general administration. Here is the
most recent report for offerings in 2020:
TOTAL OFFERINGS GOAL FOR 2020: $367,000
TOTAL OFFERINGS RECEIVED: $28,431
Every Sunday, our Changing the World loose change collection raises money for a
special organization. This is how God multiplies our gifts:
CHANGE COLLECTED IN JANUARY: $629.05 (Drive a Senior Northwest)
TOTAL CHANGE COLLECTED IN 2020: $629.05

THANK YOU FOR GROWING IN GENEROSITY!
CHANGING THE WORLD OFFERING

Who came to Jesus by night to ask him questions, and what
famous Bible verse was part of Jesus’ answer?
A. Martha; “I am the resurrection and the life …”
B. Peter; “Do to others what you would have
them do …”
C. Thomas; “I am the way and the truth and the
life …”
D. Nicodemus; “For God so loved the world …”

The Changing the World offering in March will go to the Helping
Hands program, which supports homeless youth in Leander ISD.
You may think homeless youth are pretty rare, but sadly this is
incorrect. Many youth have no permanent place to sleep and
“couch surf” from friends to friends. The Helping Hands program supports these
youth by providing school supplies, personal hygiene items and gift cards to fast food
restaurants and stores such as HEB, Wal-Mart, Target, etc.
What is the “Changing the World” offering? The children take up a special collection
during worship using metal buckets which make fun clanging noises when change is
thrown in them. All the change collected from this special offering goes to support a
different organization each month.

SUN

MON

1

2

11:00 am
Lenten Study
5:30 pm
Emmaus Group
6:30 pm
Lenten Study
7:00 pm
Boy Scouts

8:30/9:45/11:00 Worship
9:45 Choir Practice
9:45/11:00 Sunday school
12:30 Spanish Service
4:30 Confirmation Class

8

9

8:30/9:45/11:00 Worship
9:45 Choir Practice
9:45/11:00 Sunday school
12:15 Youth Mission Info Mtg
12:30 Spanish Service
4:30 Confirmation Class

15

11:00 am
Lenten Study
1:00 pm
Crafters
7:00 pm
Boy Scouts

16

11:00 am
Lenten Study
5:30 pm
Emmaus Group
6:30 pm
Lenten Study

8:30/9:45/11:00 Worship
9:45 Choir Practice
9:45/11:00 Sunday school
12:00 Food n Fellowship
12:30 Spanish Service
4:30 Confirmation Class

22

23

11:00 am
Lenten Study
6:30 pm
Lenten Study

8:30/9:45/11:00 Worship
9:45 Choir Practice
9:45/11:00 Sunday school
12:30 Spanish Service
4:30 Confirmation Class

29
8:30/9:45/11:00 Worship
9:45 Choir Practice
9:45/11:00 Sunday school
12:30 Spanish Service
4:30 Confirmation Class

30

11:00 am
Lenten Study
6:30 pm
Lenten Study
7:00 pm
Boy Scouts

TUE
3

9am-2pm
Mother’s Day Out
10:00 am
Women Together
6:30 pm
Choir Practice

10

9am-2pm
Mother’s Day Out
9:30 am
Mary Martha Circle
6:30 pm
Choir Practice

17

6:30 pm
Choir Practice

24

9am-2pm
Mother’s Day Out
6:30 pm
Choir Practice

WED

THU

4

5

5:30 pm
Women’s Emmaus
6:00 pm
Food 4 Kids
6:30 pm
Lenten Dinner
& Devotion
6:30 pm
Youth
6:30 pm
Mothers & Ministry

11

9am-2pm
Mother’s Day Out
10 am
GriefShare

6

SAT
7

8 am
United
Methodist Men

5 pm
Chili Chow Down

6:30 pm
Band Practice
7-8 pm
CROP Packet Pick Up

12

5:30 pm

9am-2pm
Mother’s Day Out
10 am
GriefShare

Women’s Emmaus

6:30 pm
Lenten Dinner
& Devotion
6:45 pm
Board Meeting
6:30 pm
Youth

13

14

20

21

12:00 pm
50+ Luncheon

9-11 am
BLAST!

6:30 pm
Band Practice

18

19

5:30 pm
10 am
Women’s Emmaus
GriefShare
6:30 pm
6:30 pm
Lenten Dinner
Band Practice
& Devotion
7-8 pm
6:30 pm
Mothers & Ministry CROP Packet Pick Up

25

FRI

5:30 pm
Women’s Emmaus
6:30 pm
Lenten Dinner
& Devotion
6:30 pm
Youth

26

9am-2pm
Mother’s Day Out
10 am
GriefShare

9:00 am
Quilting Group

27

1:00 pm
50+ Game Day

Spring Board
Retreat

28

6:30 pm
Band Practice

31

9am-2pm
Mother’s Day Out
6:30 pm
Choir Practice

SAVE THE DATE FOR FAMILY CAMP! Family Camp will be
held July 30-August 2, 2020. Registration will open on
Mother’s Day, May 10 and will close when all spots are
filled. More info coming soon about Family Camp 2020!

3/1

Avery Rodriguez

3/15 Ella Hicks

3/27 Reed Bronstad

3/6

Bob Strode

3/15 Mary Magnusson

3/27 Kathryn Cake

3/7

Raegan Torges

3/16 Cindy Kainu

3/27 Christy Day

3/8

Charles Day

3/16 Brenna Pryor

3/29 Roger Brandimarte

3/10 Virginia Buckingham

3/18 Roy Halsell

3/30 Linda Henrichs

3/11 Nancy Eckert

3/19 Eileen Hale

3/30 Linda Robles

3/13 Maarken Saxer

3/20 Mack Fulkes

3/14 Melissa Gleason

3/23 Ricky Thornburg

If you do not see your birthday listed, please contact the church office and we’ll update our records. (office@leanderumc.org or 512-259-1284)

FOOD N FELLOWSHIP
SUNDAY MARCH 15 @ 12:00 PM
Join us at noon in the Fellowship Hall for a church-wide potluck
lunch and fellowship with others. Bring a dish to share.

50+ MINISTRY LUNCHEON
FRIDAY MARCH 13 @ 12:00 PM
Folks ages 50 and older are invited to join us in the Fellowship
Hall for food, fun, and fellowship. Our speaker will be Corry
Abbate from the City of Leander with an update on the Senior
Center. There is no charge for lunch, but donations are accepted.
An RSVP is not required.

50+ MINISTRY GAME DAY:
FRIDAY, MARCH 27 @ 1:00 PM
Join with folks 50 and older in the Fellowship Hall for board games, dominoes and
cards. Invite a friend!
For more info about 50+ Ministry events, contact Barbara Duke:

UNITED METHODIST MEN
SATURDAY, MARCH 7 | 8:00 AM
All men of any age are invited on the first Saturday of each
month for fellowship, coffee, breakfast and community service
projects. Meetings take place in the Fellowship Hall.

Youth (grades 6-12) meets at 6:30 pm on Wednesdays in the
Fellowship Hall for dinner, fellowship, recreation, and study.
If you have any question about the Youth program, please
contact Iris Castillo, Youth Director: iris.castillo@leanderumc.org
or (254) 624-5360.
PLEASE NOTE: Youth will not meet on Wednesday, March 18
due to Spring Break.
MISSION TRIP 2020: The Youth Mission trip 2020 will be June
7-13 in Carrizzo Springs Texas with UMARMY. An information
meeting will held on Sunday, March 8th at 12:15 pm upstairs.
The cost is $250.00 per participant and a $50 deposit is due
by Sunday, March 22. We are looking for adult volunteers to
accompany the Youth during this trip.
ABOUT UM ARMY (MISSION TRIP): Our mission is accomplished every summer when over 500 youth and adults
throughout Central, South, and West Texas sacrifice a week
of their vacation to give to others. Using a local church as a
home base for camp, participants spend the week providing
work for low-income, elderly, and disabled homeowners in
the surrounding areas. Projects include general repairs and
clean up, building wheelchair ramps, porches, steps, handrails, painting, mowing, and being Christ’s hands and feet in
the world. Daily worship and noon devotionals serve to focus
everyone on Christ and promote spiritual development.

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN MARY MARTHA CIRCLE
TUESDAY, MARCH 10 | 9:30 AM
The Mary Martha Circle meets on the second Tuesday of each
month for fellowship, refreshments and service projects. We will
have a guest speaker from the Austin Disaster Relief network. For
more info about the Martha Circle, please contact Holly Briggs:

NOTES & THANK YOUS

Leander United Methodist Church,
CRAFTERS
MONDAY, MARCH 9 | 1:00 PM
The Crafters meet once a month for crafts and a devotional.
Crafters is open to anyone who loves to be creative. No
experience necessary! For more information about the Crafters,
contact Cindy Anderson:

MOTHERS & MINISTRY
1ST & 3RD WEDNESDAYS @ 6:30 PM IN MEETING ROOM B
Mothers & Ministry is a place for moms of all ages to build
community with other moms, find support and encouragement,
grow spiritually, and find opportunities for community service.
Child care is provided. For more info, please contact Megan
Altman:
WOMEN TOGETHER
TUESDAY, MARCH 3 | 10:00 AM
Women Together is a fellowship group for women which meets
on the first Tuesday of each month at the home of Helen Morris.

I work at Camacho elementary and am so grateful for you
crhurch's kind gesture of sending food over. The pasta was
amazing and fed so many of us. I really appreciate you
thinking of us and serving us. God bless you all.
Gino

We’d like to extend a huge shout-out to all the people who
helped with the Fellowship Hall painting project. As the
saying says, “Many hands make light work”, and we had
over 25 people involved. Thank you to the Friday To-Do
Crew for doing so much of the prep work, the United Methodist Men (& a couple of female “Honorary Methodist Men
for a Day”) for most of the painting, to the Design Team for
all the work in selecting the finishes, our Building Trustees
for their leadership in organizing the project, some sweet
folks who asked if they could donate funds, and the Church
Board for approving the project. We’ve all experienced how
those “little painting projects” can turn into so much more
of a project than you ever expected, so thank you all for
your help! Next up, acoustic panels coming in March!
The Facilities Maintenance Team

CONFIRMATION CLASSES
SUNDAYS, NOW THROUGH APRIL 5 | 4:30-6:00 PM
In the midst of this season of Lent, some of our pre-teen youth will
be participating in a Confirmation process. Confirmation is more
than a single event for professing your faith in Jesus and joining the
local church. It is a vital part of a person’s growth into deeper
discipleship of Christ. Please be in prayer for the participants as
they explore these units: Our Journey, Our History and Heritage, Our
Life Together, Our Beliefs, Our Theology, and Our Faith and Calling.
CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL
In our Sunday School classrooms this month children will learn how
Jesus heals. Through the use of parables, they will also learn how
God helps us to encourage others, love our enemies, and share our
faith.
CHILDREN’S CHURCH
This month in Children’s Church we will be learning how to read God’s word. By
examining the old and new testaments, children will discover that the Bible guides us
in our lives.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2020
June 29 - July 3
9:00 am - Noon
Are you ready to accept your mission to be a VBS volunteer?
You will have a blast on this adventure to Mars and Beyond
exploring where God’s power can take us. Our focus right
now is recruiting the 90+ volunteers we will need in order to
minister to the approximately 200 children that God will put
in our hands for VBS week. How many children we can enroll
is determined by how many Star Guides we have.
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:
(Middle school youth can serve as assistant Star Guides and
assistant station leaders. High school youth can serve as Star
Guides.)

PARENTS’ NIGHT OUT

• Elementary & Pre-K Center Leaders: You’ll provide the

Please note: We will not have Parent’s Night Out in March due to
Spring Break.

• Elementary & Pre-K Star Guides: You’ll travel to all the

BLAST! KIDS PLAY & PRAISE OUR GOD
SATURDAY, MARCH 14 | 9:00-11:00 AM
BLAST! is our one Saturday a month program for children ages 3
(potty-trained) to 5th grade. We do crafts, sing songs, play
games, and hear stories designed to help children learn about our
Savior and loving those around us. There is no cost to participate.
On March 14, we'll continue with our theme: Jesus Calls Helpers & Creates a Family.
We will be toppling dominoes and paying penny taxes and learn some of what the
people Jesus called to follow him experienced. We'll use the spiritual practices of a
labyrinth and guided mediation to practice following Jesus. Fun games and yummy
snacks will end our morning together.
END OF SCHOOL CELEBRATION!
If you would like to be a part of the most exciting day of the summer, we would love to have you jump in and help. We need people
to grill hot dogs and hamburgers, assist with craft painting, help
with games, supervise the waterslide/bounce houses, help with
keeping the drink dispensers full, and the popcorn machine and
snow cone machine going. The End of School Celebration is so much fun and we love
having a crowd from the local schools and neighborhood. But we cannot see the joy of a
child imagining the entire summer if we don’t show up and celebrate with them. The
Celebration will be May 29, 12:00-4:00 pm.

COSTA RICA MISSION TRIP 2020
Catch the Vision! The Costa Rica Mission Trip 2020 is right around
the corner. If you are interested in being a part of this mission and
vision, contact Elizabeth at elizabeth.edmiston@leanderum.org as
soon as possible. We will be purchasing our tickets on March 15 for
the flight.

lesson for the day to 4 different groups of children.

•
•
•
•
•

stations with your group of children, making sure they are
engaged and participating. You are the relationship builder
for the week.
Photographer
First Aid Station Manager
Pre-K Assistant Star Guides
Assistant Station Leaders
Kitchen Staff

All volunteers 18 years old and up (as of the date of VBS)
must be certified through the Rio Texas TRUSTed con
CONFIANZA program (renewed every 2 years). You will get an
email reminder from Safe Gatherings if it’s your time to renew.
STEP 1: To start the certification process (if it’s your first time)
go to www.safegatherings.com. Click on “Start Application”.
Create a password and submit your info. It will ask you to
reference our church and provide a personal reference. Your
background check begins once references are checked. A
reference check is automatically sent to Pastor Laura. You’ll
be asked for a former pastor reference and a personal
reference. If you don’t have a former pastor that can do the
reference, you can use a second personal reference.
STEP 2: Do the on-line training which is also on the Safe
Gatherings website. You can log in and out and do not have
to do it all in one sitting.
STEP 3: Once you complete the online Safe Gatherings
training, you will be prompted to register for the 2-hour (or 1hour if you are renewing) Rio Texas TRUSTed con CONFIANZA
training via either webinar or in person.

To volunteer or if you have questions about safety training or
when your renewal is due, contact our VBS Directors:
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OUR VISION STATEMENT:
We will be a hub through which the
unconditional love and friendship of
Jesus meets people where they are
and transforms lives.

LUMC STAFF:
Ministers: All who worship & follow Christ
Senior Pastor: Rev. Laura Becker
Director of Community Events: Elizabeth Edmiston
Administrative Director: Stephanie Uys
Music Director: Debra Carlson
MDO Preschool Director: Maria Harrington
Children’s Ministry Director: Vanessa Foskey
Youth Director: Iris Castillo
Custodian: Linda Brandimarte

COLLEGE STUDENTS invest in the lives of children while living in intentional
community and discovering where their passion intersects their education
and call and develop as servant leaders.

CHURCH anchors more deeply in the neighborhood and community by
hosting the program, serving as volunteers, and investing in neighbors (THIS
IS US, YA’LL!)
RELATIONSHIPS GROW. LEADERS EMERGE. COMMUNITIES CHANGE.
Thank you to everyone that has donated books to the Project Transformation summer reading program which will be held at Leander UMC in
June and July. Our library is really coming along. Please continue to donate
books and look for a list coming soon of specific books we need to round
out our library.
We had 11 Leander UMC folks at the Site Church Training last month. We
learned a lot but still have much to do to be ready for the program launch
in June.
One thing you as a congregation can do is include Project Transformation in
your prayers: for the college interns who are currently being recruited; the
Rio Texas leaders who are preparing – Kercida McClain, Mitchel Lambert &
Kaci Boylan; the children who will be here this summer; our Leander and
Georgetown UMC teams who are working on this exciting project for the
first time.
Project Transformation is based on 3 C’s:

CHILDREN from lower socio-economic homes improve their literacy, social
emotional and spiritual development through participating in a high quality,
summer program led by passionate college students.

As a site church we share in the vision and mission of Project Transformation. Vision: We envision a world that is rooted in love, pursues the equity of all people and amplifies God’s call in every life. Mission: To transform
communities by engaging children, college –age young adults, and churches
in purposeful relationships. How exciting that we get to be part of this vision and mission!
Upcoming dates to put on your calendar:
MARCH 5: Austin Partners in Transformation Luncheon at Covenant
UMC. This is a fundraiser and time to network with other partner churches and community partners.
MARCH 6: Amplify Austin: Project Transformation is one of the charities
that you can donate to during Amplify Austin. Does your employer match
donations?
JUNE 7: Interns who will be leading at Leander UMC will be introduced
during worship
JUNE 10: Summer program begins!
If you have questions please contact either of our coordinators:
Megan Altman
Renee Purvis

