Jesus Has Power Over Death
March 29, 2020

READ
John 11:1-44

POWERFUL MAGNETS EXPERIMENT
YOU’LL NEED:
• Instructions (on page 3)
• Pencil
• 2 stacks of books
• String
• 2 paper clips
• Ruler/wooden stick/metal stick
• 2 magnets
• Tape
TIPS:
• Use magnets ¾” or larger
• Use a strip of metal instead of taping the magnets to a ruler or other wooden stick

SAY: Today we heard about the miracle of Lazarus coming back to life. Jesus showed he has power over death! (Clap it
again). We are going to use some paper clips and magnets as we think more about Jesus’ power over death.
Pass around the pencil with the paper clips tied to it. Have kids move the pencil around and notice which way the paper
clips point no matter how you move the pencil.

SAY:

No matter how you moved the pencil, the paper clips always pointed to the ground.
Remove the strings from the pencil, but keep the paper clips attached to the strings. Hold one paper clip just below, but not
touching the magnet (Step 4). Tape the string to the table/ground so that the paper clip floats in the air about ¼ inch from
the magnet. Repeat for the second string with paper clip.
Observe the paper clips floating, then remove the ruler with the magnets and see that the paper clips fall to the ground.
Put the ruler back and slowly lift each paper clip toward the magnet until the paper clips float again.

Talk About the Experiment:

ASK: What surprised you in this experiment?
SAY: The magnets are really strong. They kept the paper clips in the air. The magnets remind me of how strong Jesus is. Lazarus
was lying in his tomb, dead. But Jesus lifted him up. Jesus made him alive again. That’s because Jesus has power over death
(Clap it again – Jesus has power over death).
Play Lazarus Version of Duck, Duck, Goose
Everyone share with the group about a time you were sad.
Tell about someone or something that makes you happy when you’re sad.

SAY: In the Bible, Lazarus’ friends were sad, but they were super happy when Jesus came. Let’s play a game to learn what made
them happy.
Sit in a circle. Choose one person to be Jesus. Everyone else is Mary, Martha, and their friends that were sad because Lazarus was dead. “Jesus” walks around the outside of the circle, tapping the tops of heads saying sad, sad, sad… When “Jesus”
taps someone and says alive, that person jumps up and comes alive and chases Jesus around the circle back to the open
spot in the circle. Now that person plays Jesus. Repeat as many times as you want to.

ASK: What made you happy or sad in this game? What’s one sad thing that you can ask Jesus to help you with right now?
Say a prayer together giving over to Jesus those sad things.

SAY: Just as you got tagged in this game and came alive, in the Bible Jesus brought Lazarus back to life. And it’s ok to be sad like
Lazarus’ friends were, because we can always remember that Jesus has power over death and sadness. (Clap it again – Jesus has power over death and sadness!).
Complete the coloring pages with pictures of Jesus and Lazarus.

